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dispensing a flood of unwanted advice. But even in her best-inten-
tioned efforts to be helpful, she will sometimes irritate her son's
wife. She may suggest, "Do let me have some of John's socks. I will
be glad to darn them. I have been doing it all my life." Generous
as the offer sounds, the younger woman may twist it to mean,
Til bet you don't keep his socks darned. You've probably got an
overflowing mending basket, and it's up to me to help you out."
Holidays often produce the first crisis in a new family. Parents
take it for granted that the young people will come to them for
Thanksgiving Day or Christmas. Perhaps the newlyweds have other
plans, or perhaps both sets of in-laws are in competition. The young
people should be allowed to make their own arrangements. If they
say, "We'd love to spend Christmas in your home," they can be
safely welcomed. But if they are silent, they should be privileged to
have their own Christmas and feel they are a family in their own
right.
Now we might direct a few remarks to daughters-in-law, unprac-
ticed in dealing with the older generation. Remember that your
mother-in-law has known your husband a great deal longer than
you have. She has invested a quarter of a century in him. Maybe
she built her life largely on ambitions and dreams for him. She
cannot turn her deep-seated feelings on and off like an electric
light. Show her a little patience and understanding.
The problems that arise when the two couples are compelled to
live in the same house are obvious. In a survey the Institute once
made of several hundred couples who had shared a home with
parents, less than half expressed themselves as satisfied with the ar-
rangement. Not surprisingly, the families living on a farm were hap-
pier than those dwelling in a city apartment. More space was avail-
able, and there were more tasks to occupy the older people.
When two generations must live together, they should start with
a clear understanding of whose home this is. Is the young couple
living with parents, or are parents living with them? That basic dif-
ference will control many decisions and should be taken into ac-
count in all planning.